QUARTERLY
NEWSLETTER
April 2022

Walking with Jesus
BY PASTOR AARON GEHRKE
I can only imagine what it would have been like to be there with
Jesus in the last week of his life. As far as the disciples knew, this
was just another Passover week like those of past years. But, Jesus
had other plans. He had the Father's plan to accomplish. Yet, the
disciples were there, walking with Jesus.
We, too, are walking with Jesus as we prepare for Holy Week. Keep
your head up. Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus. He's going before
you. He's leading the way. For He is the way--the way to eternal
life.
We are overjoyed with all God is leading us to do and accomplish
in His name. Enjoy this newsletter and pray that God will make
clear to you how you, too, can daily walk with Jesus.
Alive in Christ!
Pastor Aaron
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Settling In
BY PASTOR KEVIN BENDER
“There’s no place like home. There’s no place like home.” Dorothy’s words
from the Wizard of Oz echo, as she closes her eyes tight and dreams of that
place. The place of her past. Where familiar places and supportive faces exist,
beckoning her to return - after her wandering through the wilderness of Oz.
And she’s right, isn’t she? There is no place quite like…home. It’s a place
where we feel secure. Where we’re surrounded by those who are bonded to
us in blood. Who look out for us. Who love us. A church member recently
mentioned how her adult-daughters still call home and say: “Mom, we’re
homesick.” There’s no place like home.
In February, Mollie, Lily, and I moved into our “first home.” The day was
bright & blue, a respite from the snow & ice & gray skies that have
characterized this winter. It was the first move that I didn’t sweat buckets!
(Moving in St. Louis, MO in the 100 degree summer will do that to ya). But I
also didn’t sweat, because of the incredible support the Saints Peter & Paul
family provided us.

"There's no
place like
home."

Some helped with snow removal at the new house, others picked up food for
the feast to take place after the work, and there were so many folks helping
move boxes - we had an assembly line all the way from the Uhaul to the
living room! It was amazing--by far, the best move we’ve ever had.
It served as a reminder of what “home” is. It is that place where you’re
supported and loved. It is the bright spot where the darkness flees.
When we first moved to Houghton, I was often asked: How are you settling
in? It took awhile, but here we are. We're putting our roots down! We're
happy to have those roots going into the town of Chassell, into the
community of the Keweenaw, and intertwining our roots with this wonderful
root system of Saints Peter & Paul.
And that reminds me…there’s another home. A place of such brilliance that
darkness can’t ever enter in. Heaven! And it’s already yours! How are you
settling in?
I look forward to longing together for that home, as we love & support each
other through the gray days of this wintry life. Until the day when the One
who has put His roots in us returns, and the family celebration unfolds into
forever. Because…there’s no place like home.
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Building Fund Update
BY PASTOR AARON GEHRKE
I'm always blown away by the incredible generosity of this congregation! Your faith is made known by your generosity
supporting the regular work of this congregation through weekly offerings.
Yet, you always respond when there is a need that goes above and beyond those weekly offerings.
At the end of 2021, we set a goal to raise $75,000 by the end of 2022 for our Building Fund which will primarily be used to
complete our garage, furnish the outdoor patio, and extend our parking lot for closer senior and handicapped parking.
I am pleased to announce that as of the end of March, we have already collected $42,358 towards our $75,000 goal.
If you are able to go above and beyond your weekly offerings to support this cause, that would be wonderful!
We do want you to know that when raising money for buildings, we are not just building buildings, but we are building
ministry opportunities. The garage is much needed to take good care of the assets God has given to us. The patio will be
an incredible gathering space for hanging out after services, small group activities, meals, etc. And the parking addition is
much needed to ease access to the building for many people.
Are you able to contribute? Simply indicate "Building Fund" on your offering envelope. Or, scan the QR code to start
giving online.

2021 End of Year Financial Update
BY BOARD OF DIRECTORS
We want to give you a snapshot of how 2021 finished for our regular offerings
and expenses. Direct any questions to
maura.leinonen@gmail.com
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The Joy of Serving
BY JOE BATTISFORE (DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH)
Jesus teaches us the importance of serving others. We show our love for
Jesus when we share the love of Christ with others through service. There
are many ways to serve in our community and in this article we highlight the
31 Backpacks Charity Organization.
31 Backpacks is a local, Non-Profit organization that started in 2012 and
provides food for at-risk children on weekends and school breaks.
Volunteering is easy and takes little commitment. During the school year,
volunteers need only to show up at the Glad Tidings Church in Hancock at
6:00 pm on Wednesdays to help pack meals or monetary donations are
always appreciated.
Several Saints Peter and Paul members helped out recently with the "Big
Pack" for Spring Break, so we thought we'd ask them to share their
experiences.
Question 1: Was this your first time volunteering for 31 Backpacks?
Question 2: What did you like best about it?
Question 3: What advice would you give to someone thinking about
volunteering with 31 Backpacks?

Carol Garnell

Question 1: "Yes"
Question 2: "The best thing about it
was getting to work with such a
wonderful group of people of all ages
coming together for such a great
cause."
Question 3: "Volunteering your time
or making monetary donations is so
important to ensure children in need
have food and toiletry items when on
school breaks."
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Marabelle Hermann

Question 1: "Yes"
Question 2: "Helping. That every one
helps each other!"
Question 3: "For sure! Let's
Volunteer!"
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We Care!
BY LOUANN VITTON (DIRECTOR OF CARE MINISTRY)

What’s New with Care Ministry?
Here are some updates on our Care Ministry at Sts. Peter and Paul.
Currently Darcy McDowell is taking care of sending get well wishes, sympathy
notes and thinking of you notes. Darcy makes her own beautiful cards, and I
was pleased when she contacted me and said she would like to send cards to
the people on our prayer lists.
John and Jean Pemberton are pros when it comes to visiting folks in the
hospital, those recovering at home and those who can no longer get to church.
If there is someone you know of whom you think would appreciate such a visit
you can let John or Jean know by giving them a call at 487-9412.
Michele Johnson has taken on the task of sending out a series of booklets to
those who are grieving the loss of a loved one. These booklets are published
by Stephen Ministries and come in a set of 4, to be sent at certain intervals the
first year following a loss. If you know of someone whom you think might
benefit from these booklets, you can let me know & I will pass that info onto
Michele.
Gene Kuiper continues to keep the meal train running by setting up the
program online and letting those who have offered to make meals know. It is
intended for those who have had a baby, are recovering from an illness or
surgery, have experienced a death in the family, or any other difficult situation
that having some meals brought in might make it a little easier for them. Gene
can be reached at 906-283-3399 or genekuiper@gmail.com
Other help we offer are rides to medical appointments in the area, or other
errands when transportation is an issue.
While many of the situations I’ve mentioned are often taken care of by those
who participate in Life Groups, Care Ministry is for EVERYONE! Don’t hesitate
to contact me at 906-370-6524 or lavitton@gmail.com if you or someone you
know in the church needs some assistance OR if you would like to participate
in Care Ministry as a helper to others.
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National Youth Gathering
BY MARCUS HUFF (DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND CAMPUS MINISTRY)

In July, 19 high school youth and 5 adults from Saints Peter and Paul will join nearly
20,000 others in Houston, TX for an experience that only happens every three years.
But what will take place in Houston and why are we going?
Let’s start with the why. It’s an opportunity to connect with the Christian Church at large,
to experience and learn about life with Jesus in new and practical ways, and because it’s
so much fun! Then there are also concerts, speakers, games, hotels, stadiums, food, and
adventure too!
So what will take place in Houston? There will be great opportunities to deepen our faith,
be stretched by speakers that connect well with youth by speaking to cultural tensions
and norms We will gather with 20,000 people who share in the same Christian faith and
worship together!
In addition to all this, this year’s theme is, “In all things,” which is taken from Colossians
1:15-20. Through this theme, we will be diving into the reality that God is not just in some
things, but he is in ALL things and above all things too!
Please keep supporting our youth with prayers, funds and questions as they continue to
prepare for this exciting summer opportunity.
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Preschoolers Love to Garden
BY JAIME SCHULDT (DIRECTOR OF THE ELC)

It’s Spring in the Copper Country! Realistically, that could mean anything
weather-wise, but it generally means that we have gardens on the brain. At
the Early Learning Center, this means we are planning out our garden
plots. We are blessed to have several passionate gardeners at the helm,
though we always welcome more volunteers!
The students have voted on their favorite vegetables. They have cut out
photos of plants they would like to grow and created vision boards. They
even exchanged seeds with other local growers and read all kinds of books
about growing. The kiddos are ecstatic to learn about how we grow our
food and to try new, bold produce. But I am most excited about what
gardening can offer us spiritually.
Did you know that the Bible references growing and planting hundreds of
times? God literally started the world in the Garden. Clearly gardens were
important to Him. Where did Jesus go to pray right before his crucifixion?
A garden. He knew the value of being alone in nature.
Gardens are beautiful reminders of God as the Creator. They offer a tiny
window into the diversity of life. Gardens will also teach humility. Even
after a ton of work, things will go wrong. Still, they offer so many rewards.
Working in a garden can calm our minds and busy our hands. This puts us
in the perfect space to be still and listen for God. To not only pray, but
allow Him to speak back to us. I hope the students and staff will find a
renewed sense of His presence as we work in the garden this summer.
Finally, the act of caring for a crop has many parallels to discipleship.
Learning to be humble, patient, diligent, and strategic (like a seasoned
gardener) are integral elements to successful discipleship. We see this in
the parables of the sower and the weeds. If we become comfortable and
complacent, the world will choke out the plants - relationships - we
neglected. Contrastly, plants which are cared for daily, will eventually bear
fruit. May we see the fruits of the Spirit developing in those we care for
daily.
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Senior Saints Update
BY JEAN PEMBERTON
Senior Saints (55+) group has had an active year again, now that we've not had to deal with setbacks due to the Corona
virus. Following is a list of our programs that have taken place and what is planned for April and May. We're also
looking forward to our Annual Summer Picnic, which has not been determined as to when or where. Perhaps a day trip
or overnight trip will happen, too.
September 2021 “Color Tour to Lake of the Clouds/Lunch at Syl's Cafe, Ontonagon”
October 2021 Karyn Fay, “Lab Test Results” She helped us understand what they mean.
November 2021 Marcus Huff, “Update on Sunday School, Confirmation, Concordia Student House”
December 2021 Canceled program--bad weather “Copper Country School Christmas Program”
January 2022 Kathleen Harter, Director “Copper Country Senior Meals”
February 2022 Ellie & Miriam Sommerville, “Piano Solos”
March 2022 Stan Vitton, “Three Steel Dams Constructed in USA, plus Victoria Dam Rebuild in 1991”
April 2022 Anne Cooke, “Staying Active While You Age”
May 2022 Copper Range Family Depot Restaurant—Breakfast & Railroad History Tour by Trisia Narhi
Except for times when we go on an outing, our meetings are the 4th Thursday of the month and we start at noon with
a tasty meal prepared by volunteers within the group. The program usually starts around 1:00 and we're done around
2:00. All Seniors in our midst are invited to join us at these events. Mark your calendars and watch for bulletin and
wall announcements. Coordinators are John and Jean Pemberton (906-487-9412).

Dorcas Society (Lutheran Women's Missionary League)
BY JEAN PEMBERTON
In 2021, we held two Bazaars, one on May 1 and the other on October 30. The main reason was that we did not have
our Annual Bazaar, Bake Sale, & Tea in November 2020 because of the coronavirus pandemic. We are planning to hold
two Bazaars again in 2022, with the first one on Saturday, April 30, and the second one on Saturday, October 29. The
Fall one will include a Trunk or Treat event again, as it turned out so well last October. The two Bazaars in 2021 netted
$3,019. Following is a recapped list of mission projects and other recipients, as funds raised go toward missions of
various kinds. That is the main focus of LWML (Lutheran Women's Missionary League). LWML is celebrating its 80th
Anniversary in 2022, having been formed in 1942.
Here are some monetary disbursements we have made this year.
LWML NWD Missions $150
Brody Strong Foundation $150
Operation Christmas Child $ 100
Barbara Kettle Gundlach Shelter $100
Two Ontonagon Community Missions $250 (thru St. Paul Lutheran, Ontonagon)
British Columbia Mission Boat $200
Life Outreach $100 Omega House (thru PHF)
$100 Youth Group Trip to Houston $500
Jared Fenske, Seminary Student $100/month
2 Personal Donations $210
Anyone interested in learning more about what the Dorcas Society does is welcome to attend our meetings. We meet
from September-May, usually the third Tuesday of the month. Watch bulletins and wall announcements for dates and
times.
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Opportunities/Announcements/Events
Community Volunteer Opportunities
Little Brothers – Friends of the Elderly is an organization that is committed to providing friendship
and service to lonely and isolated elderly people. Right now, they have a big need for drivers (to
bring elders to appointments or to run errands), in addition to regular needs for help during
holidays. The easiest way to volunteer is to go to the Houghton Little Brothers website at
https://houghton.littlebrothers.org/be-a-volunteer/ where you can fill out a Volunteer application.
You can also call 1-855-886-5233 for more information.
Love Inc provides furniture and other household items to local families in need. Sadly, there is very
little inventory in the wake of the Calumet Fire and other increased needs last year. If you have
gently-used furniture (living room chairs, end tables, coffee tables, couches, and dressers) please
email joe@copperluth.org and we will set a date to come pick the items up and bring them to Love
Inc! And if you would like to become involved with making deliveries for Love Inc to families in
need, let us know too!
Looking for somewhere else to serve in the community? Let our Director of Community Outreach
know and he can help to connect you to great opportunities, or even start something new.
joe@copperluth.org

New Group Opportunity
Softball
Summer is fast approaching! Did you know that Saints Peter & Paul has a softball team? Local churches
have a church league that competes over the Summer (May - July). Games are played on Tuesday evenings,
with a playoffs following the regular season.
Last year, Saints Peter & Paul made it into the playoffs, and showed potential to take home the
championship! But alas, we were bested. But we intend to come back strong this season and give the other
teams a run for their money!
But more than just winning games, our team values relationships. Summer Softball is a great way to
connect with others in (and out) of the church, get some exercise, and load up on the Vitamin D before
winter starts!! So come on out & play! All skill levels are welcomed. If you’re interested, send a message to
pastorbender@copperluth.org. Hope to see you on the field!
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Stay Up to Date
Are you on our email list?

We send two weekly emails (Monday and Wednesday). Want to make sure you get them?
Go to copperluth.org/subscribe.

Check out our mobile app

Search for "Saints Peter and Paul" in your mobile app for a one stop shop for church
media, calendar, announcement, group communications, etc.

We're active on Social Media

Subscribe to our channels on YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram.

We have two podcasts available on all Podcast platforms.

Our sermons are available as a podcast. Podcast title is "Saints Peter and Paul Sermons."
We have a weekly spiritual conversation on various topics with various voices. Podcast title
is "Conversate." Make sure to subscribe!

Are you reading this newsletter, but didn't get it sent to your house?

Email secretary@copperluth.org and let Judy know you'd like to be added to our newsletter
mailing.

Make sure your church profile is up to date.

Go to copperluth.org, scroll to the bottom, select "Online Login." If you don't have a profile,
sign up. If you have one, log in and make sure everything's up to date including your
picture!

Do you have something you'd like included in our next newsletter?
Email media@copperluth.org and let us know what you'd like to include.
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